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The Humane Society of the Black
Hills has a long history forged by
those concerned about animals in
our communities.
In 1956, the shelter was simply the
dog pound - a small fenced area on
the outskirts of the city.

Decades of the challenging work
of caring for animals passed and by
1999, the current shelter at 1820
E. St. Patrick Street - the Humane
Society of the Black Hills - was dedicated in a public ceremony.

Just years later, a local veterinarian
was contracted to take care of the
unwanted animal population.

Today, the Humane Society of the
Black Hills serves Rapid City and
surrounding areas with the mission
“Serving Animals. Serving Community”.

By 1967, dissatisfaction with the animal care situation led a local group
to develop a strategy to create a
humane society. The new organization was named the Pennington
Humane Society.

The Humane Society takes in on
average 5,000 animals in need each
year and works overtime to manage the communities animal population and find homes and care for
those animals most in need.
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A history of caring for animals in need

HSHB Adoption Advisor, Trainer, Kay,
takes a minute with Chuckie. Chuckie’s
story didn’t start at the Humane Society
but, hopefully, it’s happily ever after from
here on out.
Chuckie’s story is on page 6
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Our March for
Cats fundraiser to
update cat habitats
was at the most
unfortunate time
but the project
still came together. The cat rooms
were renovated
thanks to Terry
Fuller and staff
ready and willing
to put in some
elbow grease for
cat care.
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was our
home.

Building for the future

er everyone had left for the day, Erin, Melissa,
stal (above) stayed behind to provide much
grooming for an older dog who had come to
ane Society in dire need of care. Fortunately,
he year ended, Ryan (at left) met Mattie and
the fine old dog and got him into a great
hanks go out to the staff for taking such good
Mattie and Ryan for giving him a home.
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334 adoptions!

the Humane Society’s most important jobs is
animals into great homes. Hildegard the cat
longest cat resident until the day she went

We hope to see you (in person!) in 2021

Pavilion scheduled for
summer groundbreaking

Expanding services,
opportunities and
public engagement
were key components in the Board of
Director’s decision to
move forward on a
long-discussed pavilion project in 2021.
The challenges of
2020 were very real
and delayed the project for a
year, but it was clear that the
benefits to the Humane Society
of the Black Hills and the community outweighed the challenges and further delays.
General Use
The pavilion is intended as a
space to host groups, classrooms, and events. It may also
be available as a public space
for events such as a dog-friendly wedding or gatherings.
Finally, the project is a way for
the Humane Society to better
accommodate and engage with
the public, which is crucial to
the care of the animals under
our care.

Specifications
The gazebo alone will be 30
feet x 30 feet; the covered
area will be 50 feet x 18 feet.
All told, the project will cover
1,800 sq. feet of ground on the
east side of the existing building.
Donor Opportunities
Our fundraising goal is
$100,000 for this project. A
generous donor has committed $30,000 as matching funds
meaning your donation doubles
up to $30,000!
For more information, call (605)
394-4170 or visit www.hsbh.org

From the cover

Chuckie’s Good Luck
C

huckie was only at
the Humane Society
of the Black Hills for one
month but, like so many
other animals, he tugged
at a lot of heart strings
while he was here.

time but, once in the
system at the Humane
Society, his future became brighter than his
past.

Chuckie was a great dog
who appreciated everything and everyone which
is why he was well-liked
during his short stay.
What made his great
disposition even more
impressive was that he
was suffering with chronic
eye irritation known as
entropion.

Chuckie had successful bilateral entropion
surgery in early November and after recovering
at the Humane Society,
he was adopted exactly
one month after being
brought in.

Entropion is a condition
where the lower eyelid is
turned inward making the
eyelashes rub against the
eyeball causing, as you’d
imagine, irritation. Chuckie had this in both eyes.
Chuckie’s good luck was when he was brought in
as a stray in October. Already a year old, Chuckie
had been dealing with entropion for quite some

We’re glad to have
crossed paths with
Chuckie and hundreds
other great animals like
him that just need a little help getting fixed up
and in to great homes.
Every year there are thousands of animals that
come through the front door at the Humane Society of the Black Hills; if you would like to adopt a
new family member, visit our website at www.hsbh.
org and find your new best friend.

Programs & Services
Adoption
Our mission is to place the right pet
with the right family. In 2020, the humane society facilitated the adoptions
of more than 2,400 animals.
Volunteer Program
At the humane society, animal lovers
make up the volunteer force and they
all have compassion for animals and a
commitment to community.
Education and Outreach
The humane society is involved in
the community and schools offering
programs and classes. Call the humane
society to learn more about our community education options.

Licensing
Through the licensing process, your
information and your pet’s information
will be on file for easy identification.
Lost and Found
Hundreds of stray and lost dogs, cats
and other animals are brought to the
humane society each year.
Microchipping
A microchip allows contact information
to be available so a pet can be tracked
back to its owner.
Animal Surrender
The Humane Society of the Black Hills
will care for, and work to get adopted,

all surrendered animals. Last year, more
than 1,100 animals were surrendered
to the humane society.
Food Assistance
Food assistance is available for people
who need help feeding an animal
during difficult times in their lives.
Hardship Hold
People in a transitional phase in life
can receive temporary dog housing at
the humane society.
Foster Program
Foster parents provide temporary
housing and care until a suitable home
can be found for many animals.

“Serving Animals. Serving Community.”
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Each year, the humane society
rescues more than 5,000 animals.
Because of the shortage of shelters, animals are picked up and
brought to this shelter from as
many as 20 different counties.
We are also an open admissions
shelter – We will not turn away
any animal, and we do not put a
time limit on an animal’s stay at
this facility.
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Janki Sharma

Human Resource
Director,
City of Rapid City
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We are not affiliated with any other humane societies and rely on
public funding and donations to
keep our doors open. Donations
to national groups do not reach
the pets that stay with us.
The HSBH provides animal
welfare services and humane law
enforcement to Rapid City and
Pennington County as an independent contractor. Our Animal
Services and Enforcement officers
uphold codes, ordinances, and
the State of South Dakota laws
pertaining to domestic animals.
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Incorporated on November
29, 1968, the HSBH currently
operates the only major animal
shelter west of the Missouri River
in South Dakota.
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Humane Society of the Black Hills
1820 East Saint Patrick Street
Rapid City, South Dakota
57703

Ways to Give

The Humane Society of the Black Hills is your local humane society and all donations help the local animals and
families who need it most. We are not affiliated with national organizations and rely on local donations to provide
services to more than 5,000 animals each year.

Website
Mail		
Call		

Visit www.hsbh.org and click on “Donate!” and follow the simple steps to help out!
1820 E. St. Patrick Street, Rapid City, SD 57703
If you’d like to learn about other giving opportunities, give us a call! (605) 394-4170

Get in Touch

Shelter Operating Hours
Monday – Friday: 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Lost and Found Receiving Hours
Monday – Friday: 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday – Sunday: 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Contact
hsbhinformation@gmail.com
Main Line: (605) 394-4170
Fax Line: (605) 355-3430
www.hsbh.org
Animal Services and Enforcement: (605) 394-4132
or email to animalcontrol@hsbh.org

